What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 1 of 6 


Subscribe 


Past Issues 


Trans 


What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. View this email in your browser 



Newsletter #143: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Valentines Day! I hope you all had a nice week. This week I had the pleasure of 
working with the next generation of dealers. My son Jakob who lives in Germany and 
studies violin, attended the Hirsch auction in Munich and assisted me on viewing and 
bidding. As a mother it was very rewarding to see my son do something in the “adult” 
world. He took the time to photograph the obverse and reverse of each coin I requested 
and we further discussed grade after I reviewed each lot. With my help on the phone, he 
bid live on the floor the next day on many of those coins. 

Why do I tell you this? Well, it is important that we pass on some of the wonderful 
things that coins provide to the next generation. Do I think my son will become a dealer 
or collector even? Likely not, but one never knows and if I never share then he definitely 
won’t. Another great way to get kids and young adults interested is to attend a coin 
show. Most dealers welcome inquisitive minds and will share a story here or there to 
further explain what they are selling. And if they don’t.well, just go to the next table. 

As a governor of the ANA I am proudly attending the National Money Show in Atlanta, 
GA on February 27 - 29 .1 won’t be exhibiting at the show but I will be running around on 
the floor. Kagin’s, the official auctioneer of the show, will have their auctions during the 
event. Along with the coin show and auction, there are several presentations or “money 
talks” on various subjects covering U.S., world and ancient coins. A schedule of events 
for the weekend is listed below for those interested. I hope to meet and talk to some of 
you there. If you are planning to attend send me a note so I know! 

https://www.monev.org/uploads/pdfs/Schedule% 20 at% 20 a% 2 QGlance% 20 ATL 20 % 

20012420.pdf 

Here is what is happening in the world of auctions: 


Roma Electronic Auction 68 (closing Feb 27) 
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The Roma E68 features another 184 coins from the William Stancomb collection. The 
E67 did not feature any of his coins so this is a further extension of the Roma XVIII and 
E66 sales. The Stancomb collection is more of an academic collection versus aesthetic 
but do not discount it. Parts of his collection were captured in its own SNG publication. 
Aside from the Stancomb material there is a hefty Greek section of 517 lots and many 
with pedigrees. Roma has a large amount of high quality Athenian tetradrachms in this 
auction. Prices have come down dramatically so if you need one it might be the time to 
grab it. Lot 486-512 is a nice group of Lycian coins from the Michael Higley collection. 

One of the more fun areas of the sale is the electrotype section towards the end of the 
auction. If you ever wanted to own a beautiful tetradrachm of Akragas with the quadriga 
on the obverse and an eagle with a hare in its talons on the reverse, then look at lot 1391. 
Long ago the British Museum used to make electrotype copies of their famous coins as 
souvenirs. They were easily noticed with a ‘MB’ on the surface to show it was from the 
British Museum. Unfortunately criminals also noticed them and started to make 
forgeries with the electrotypes. This unfortunate practice ended the electrotypes at the 
BM so now they are collectibles (yes, collectors are interested in just about everything). 
Here is an more about that from the Museum Victoria in Australia: 

https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/i 2 c ;i 7 


A quick note about MOU’s and Pedigrees 

In this new collector world of MOU’s (or Memoranda of Understanding: the agreements 
made between the U.S. and various source countries for ancient coins) I appreciate 
seeing legitimate coins with a pedigree history of some sort. Please understand that 
just because a coin doesn’t have a pedigree doesn’t mean it was found last week or is 
illegal. Remember that up until about 13 years ago pedigrees were lost, sometimes 
purposely, to cover up what a dealer paid for a coin. “Pedigree hunting” is a pastime of 
many a collector (including yours truly). This is easier for the high value coins but the 
inexpensive pieces may never get their pedigrees attached. This is just the way it is. 
Moving forward however, transparency will become more important and many dealers 
appreciate this and are working to help collectors continue their passions. I try to 
purchase and sell pedigreed coins whenever possible. It will be years from now before I 
will never buy a coin without a pedigree but I am headed in that direction. Even 5 years 
ago is better than no pedigree at all. It is important that we collectors and dealers begin 
to maintain good records of where we purchased coins so when we sell we can pass that 
onto the next collector. 


Europe Trip (March 5-20,2020) 

I will be heading over to the other side of the Atlantic to attend Numismata in Munich, 
the Gorny & Mosch auction and finally up to Kiinker Osnabriick for the highly 
anticipated Samel Collection of Jewish Coins and Medals. In the next newsletter I’ll start 
to describe some of these upcoming sales but please remember that Kiinker does not 
offer online bidding for their in house auctions so if you want to participate get in 
touch. 


Gorny & Mosch Auction 269 (March 9) 

I will be viewing and attending the G&M auction on March 9 for all those interested. I 
haven’t received paper catalogs yet but you can view the sale online at their site: 
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https://auktionen.gmcoinart.de/Auktion/Onlinekatalog 7 intAuktionsId -822 

They have the collection of “Dr. G.W.” with a nice group of Greek coins, many 
pedigreed. I could imagine that Dr. G.W. was Swiss since many coins were purchased 
from Swiss auctions. Lot 82 is a good example. The surfaces are a bit rough but the 
strike is good. It is a Fischer Bossert plate coin and comes from Auktion Basel in 1992. 
Another collector “R.P.” has coins within the Greek section that have pedigrees as well. 
Lot 107 has a Leu pedigree to 1991 and is a beautiful type with iridescent toning. Lot 110 
has no pedigree but is an SNG Lockett plate coin (so finding the pedigree probably 
wouldn’t be too difficult). Check out lot 175 with the beautifully expressive face of Pan. 

It also has a pedigree to 2004 which doesn’t hurt. One overall observation from the G.W. 
collection is that the collector had good taste in coins but might not always have been 
able to afford the highest of quality. There are several beautiful types with some issues 
which bring down the prices quite a bit. For the collector that loves these often 
unattainable pieces, this might be the auction for you! 

I’ll be covering more of this auction in the next few weeks. Please get in touch if you 
need representation. 


Kiinker 333-336 (March 16-20) 

I will be attending the Kiinker auctions live in Osnabriick, Germany. Auction 333 are all 
ancient coins starting with the fourth part of the Dr. W.R. Greek, Asia Minor, Cypriot 
collection. Following this there are coins from the three other unnamed collectors. 

There are many interesting pieces, several with old pedigrees. Check out lot 1573, a very 
rare and beautiful solidus of the emperor Procopius that was previously in the Jameson 
Collection. 

Auction 334 is likely going to draw a lot of interest from collectors. It is the Samel 
Collection of Jewish Coins and Medals. Kiinker made a point to bring the collection to 
the NY International to entice collectors and dealers to travel to Osnabriick for this 
important sale. Many of the coins are untouched and beautiful in terms of ancient 
Judaean coinage (which I wouldn’t define normally as beautiful). Lot 2070 is a 
remarkable prutah from Jerusalem with a menorah and show-bread table. The catalog 
is nice in that it has historical writeups and maps to accompany the coins. Please reach 
out if you want a hard copy catalog for your library. I have several. 

Auction 335 is a splendid catalog of breateates, German talers and other medals. The 
catalog is immense with over 2500 coins. Auction 336 is composed of gold German coins 
from 1871 forward. 

The week at Kiinker will be exciting and tiring as well I’m sure. Please get in touch if you 
need representation as there is no online bidding for this auction. 


Coin of the Week 

Faustina Sr., Wife of Antoninus Pius. 138-140/1 AD. Rome Mint 

AV Quinarius, 3.66g (14mm, 6h). DIVA - FAVSTINA Draped bust r. Rev. CONSE - 
CRATIO Peacock in splendour, with head 1 . 

Pedigree: Ex Stack's (1/2010) Lot # 391. Ex: Numismatica Ars Classica 51 (3/2009) Lot 
# 299. Ex: Lanz 135 (5/2007) Lot # 135. Ex: Ars Classica 13 (6/1928) Lot # 1307. Ex: 
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Hamburger (10/1925) Lot # 1014. Ex: J. Hirsch 24 (5/1909). Ex Sotheby's March/April 
1896, De Feu M.H. Montagu collection, lot 368 

References: C 179. BMC A. Pius 470. RICA. Pius 3 86. King 36. 

Grade: Areas of wear on face and a few insignificant scratches on both sides. In excellent state 
of preservation. aEF 

Price: $10,500 

relll6 




COLLECTION DE FEU M. H. MONTAGU. F. S. A. 


ROMAINES & BYZANTINES 


VENTE AUX ENCHfcRES PUBLIQUES 

au Samedi 2J el les Lundi 27 el Mardi 28 Avril, a deux heur, 
L'HOTEL DES COMMISSAIRES-PRISEURS 


EXPOSITION PARTICULIERE 


EXPOSITION PUBLIQUE 


ROLL1N & FEUARDENT 


M r Maurice DELESTRE 


PARIS 


MONNAIES DOR 


365 


368 
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Buy Coin 


Annia Galena Faustina, remembered in history as Faustina Sr., was the wife of the 
“philosopher” Roman emperor Antoninus Pius. Everything in Roman marriages were pre¬ 
arranged for purposes of furthering the line of descent. Faustina, whose brother M. Annius 
Verus, was to be the father of the future emperor Marcus Aurelius. Hadrian, Antoninius’ 
predecessor adopted Marcus Aurelius at his bequest. 

Faustina died at the age of 40 very early on in Pius’ reign but her memory prominently held a 
place throughout his tenure as emperor. Faustina had four children, two boys and two girls, 
during her marriage. Her two sons died as infants and one daughter died only five short years 
after her own death. Her remaining biological daughter, Faustina Junior, later became the 
wife of the emperor Marcus Aurelius. 

Faustina Senior is remembered as a generous woman who involved herself in charitable 
activities, such as childhood education specifically geared toward young girls. The symbolism 
of the peacock on the reverse of this coin suggests vision, royalty, spirituality, awakening, 
guidance, protection and watchfulness. These traits are aligned with Faustina’s character. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/faustina-sr-wife-of-antoninus- 
pius -138 -1401 - ad - rome - mint?r q=r em6 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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